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2007 – 2008   
president’s message 

 

 

 
Another year has come to a close, and I am 
pleased to bring greetings and the following 
updates on behalf of Luther College for the 
period of July 2007 to June 2008. 
 
Luther College has a tradition of donor support, 
and 2007-2008 proved yet another example of 
the dedication of the College’s alumni and 
friends. During the year the College received 
donations totalling slightly over $600 000 in 
support of both the high school and university 
campuses, for student aid, programs of the 
College, renovations and new facilities and 
equipment. While donations were down from 
the prior year by over 10%, these exceed the 
historical levels of giving by a wide margin. The 
generosity of Luther College’s supporters 
helped the College to continue its proud 
tradition of providing “quality education in a 
Christian context.”  
 
The chaplaincy units at both campuses had a 
busy year. Under the direction of Pastor Larry 
Fry, the high school chaplaincy program placed 
increased emphasis on student service to the 
community. Events such as the Terry Fox Run 
and a Regina Food Bank fundraiser, as well as 
support for Canadian Lutheran World Relief’s 
international efforts, reaffirmed the school’s 
belief in social justice and directly involved 
students in service initiatives. In addition, a 
Student Chapel Committee was formed in 
support of chaplaincy for the school year. 
Through this committee, students gained 
experience planning Chapel services and were 
able to champion numerous creative ideas to 
add to the spiritual life of the campus. Pastor 
Larry also provided spiritual support to faculty 
and staff through a monthly, early-morning 
Eucharist service. 
 
The university campus chaplaincy, lead by 
Pastor Cheryl Toth, continued its focus on social 
justice and community service. Pastor Toth was 
a guest speaker in classes on “Anti-oppressive 

Social Work” and 
“Women and Religion,” 
allowing her to reach 
out to students with 
whom she would not 
normally have contact 
and to bring her 
message to a broader 
audience. The annual 
fall Fair Trade Fair and 
winter Fair Trade 
Chocolate Fair, 
organised by the chaplain, were once again 
successes. The former grossed over  
$15 000 for Four Corners, the alternative trade 
program of Canadian Lutheran World Relief, 
and the latter brought in $4 300 in support of 
Ten Thousand Villages’ fair trade program. 
 
Both Pastors Fry and Toth took Luther College 
“on-the-road,” attending synod conference 
conventions across the province. This travel was 
done as part of the chaplains’ advocacy roles, 
raising awareness of what the chaplains do 
within the wider Lutheran church community. 
 
Luther College celebrated the successes of 
several of its students, faculty and alumni in the 
spring/summer issue of The Luther Story. The 
issue focused on the “international” adventures 
of members of the Luther Community, 
exploring unique (multi)cultural experiences in 
France, Israel, Ghana, Philippines, and here at 
home in Canada. 
 
The College had several opportunities to gather 
with friends and alumni during the year. For 
example, Homecoming 2007 was held on 26 and 
27 October at the high school campus and the 
Ramada Inn. The event was more highly 
attended than in previous years. Meanwhile on 
5 February 2008, the annual Founders’ Day 
reception was held in Thorn Hall at the 
university campus. Nine donors were inducted 
into the College’s various giving circles, 
including the Martin Luther Society (lifetime 
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giving of $300 000+), Founders’ Society ($70 000 
- $149 000), and Heritage Society ($30 000 - $69 
999). The reception was followed by attending a 
public performance of “The Da Vinci Codex” by 
the Toronto Consort medieval musical 
ensemble. The concert was presented by Luther 
and held at Knox Metropolitan United Church 
in downtown Regina. On 23 June 2008, Luther 
held its annual golf classic at Tor Hill. The event 
received generous sponsorships from 
participating companies and individuals, and it 
was once again well attended. The tournament 
raised funds in support of purchasing a 
personnel lift at the high school and student aid 
at the university campus. 
 
The College’s Board of Regents also reaffirmed 
its goal of building a new physical activities 
centre at our high school campus. The Board of 
Regents established a special-purpose 
committee to work on the capital campaign 
necessary to make the centre a reality. In a 
related development, when Darlene Woywoda 
retired from her position as director of 
advancement in April 2008, the College 
welcomed Don Simons (HS’82) as development 
officer with staff responsibility for the capital 
campaign associated with the new physical 
activities centre. Don has begun to work with 
the Board’s special-purpose committee on 
developing the strategies to raise funds for the 
project. Prior to joining Luther, Don was in the 
media business and worked for Global 
Television, and most recently, the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation. 
 
2007-2008 saw the introduction of several new 
College-wide marketing and communications 
measures aimed at improving the “look” and 
consistency of internal and external 
communications. These measures included the 
development and implementation of a new style 
guide, the continuation and expansion of the 
2006-2007 high school and university campus 
branding initiatives, and the introduction of an 
new internal College newsletter.  
 

Marketing Luther College’s university campus 
to prospective students was a major focus in 
2007-2008, which experienced six consecutive 
years of declining admissions. The campus held 
numerous recruitment events and entered into 
several new partnerships in an attempt to 
connect in new ways with schools, students and 
parents. 
 
The university campus’ recruitment 
organisation established a high school 
partnering program with the intention of 
increasing first-year admissions. Secondary 
objectives of the program included promoting 
the value of a liberal arts and science education 
and encouraging high school students to pursue 
their post-secondary university education in 
Regina. Luther provided each of five partner 
high schools with a small grant to be used for 
program development and/or new entrance 
scholarships. The College also extended 
invitations to students from partner schools to 
attend conferences, workshops and seminars at 
the university campus. The first such event was 
Talking Fresh 6, a mini-festival of writers and 
writing, organised by Professor Gerry Hill 
(English). 
 
A review of the overall university recruitment 
program was held in the spring of 2008, and 
members of the reviewing committee issued a 
set of recommendations aimed at improving the 
effectiveness of the program. Several of the 
recommendations were implemented in spring 
2008, and further action will be taken in the 
2008-2009 fiscal year. 
 
According to Fall semester 2008 student 
admissions statistics, recruitment’s efforts to 
improve effectiveness over the year were 
successful, with a 37 percent year-over-year 
increase in first-year admissions to Luther 
College. Luther’s increase in admissions 
occurred within the context of an overall drop in 
liberal arts and science admissions across the 
University of Regina campus. 
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2007-2008 was a very busy year in the university 
campus’ academic unit. Twelve-month 
sabbaticals were granted to three faculty 
members, and another faculty member took a 
six-month sabbatical. Drs Yvonne Petry (history) 
and Barbara Reul (musicology) were promoted 
to the rank of associate professor, and Dr Regan 
Shercliffe (psychology) was granted tenure. 
Professor Laura Ambrose (biology) resigned on 
31 December 2007 to pursue full-time 
employment in her husband’s business. 
 
Luther’s university faculty also participated in 
numerous community service activities, 
demonstrating the commitment of our faculty 
and staff to the community at large. Dr Richard 
Hordern (religious studies) was appointed to the 
Board of SaskPower, and Professor Roger Petry 
(philosophy) was one of three individuals re-
elected to a three-year term on the Sherwood 
Cooperative Association Board of Directors. Dr 
Bill Stahl (sociology) organised a weekly 
discussion series at All Saints Anglican Church, 
and Dr Regan Shercliffe organised a training 
session entitled “Advanced Training in the 
Application of Linehan’s Skills Training for 
People with Borderline Personality Disorder” in 
June 2008 in conjunction with the Regina 
Qu’Appelle Health District and the Five Hills 
Health Region. In addition, President Bruce 
Perlson and Dean Mary Vetter represented 
Luther College at the unveiling of the “native 
prairie” project at First Nations University in 
recognition of Luther’s significant contributions 
to the project. 
 
2007-2008 was another significant year of 
university faculty achievements related to 
scholarly interests. Dr Mary Hampton 
(psychology) was given the 2007 Section of 
Women and Psychology of the Canadian 
Psychological Association mentorship award. 
She was also appointed as the academic 
coordinator of Research and Education for 
Solutions to Violence and Abuse (RESOLVE) in 
February 2008. RESOLVE is a group of 
university researchers and community groups 
from across the prairie provinces that addresses 

issues of violence, including intimate partner 
violence, family violence, child abuse and elder 
abuse. In addition, Dr Hampton continues to 
hold a research appointment with the 
Saskatchewan Population Health Evaluation 
Research Unit. In April 2008, Professor Gerry 
Hill served as Poetry Editor and Managing 
Editor of volume five of Spring, the 
Saskatchewan Writers Guild journal. Dr Barbara 
Reul was elected to serve a four-year term on 
the Board of Governors of the International 
Fasch Society, based in Zerbst, Germany. 
Finally, the artwork of Dr Mark C Anderson 
(history / interdisciplinary studies), entitled 
“No, Man is an Island,” was featured in a show 
at the Rosemont Gallery, and he participated in 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada’s Standard Research Grant 
Committee for History and the History of 
Science meetings in Ottawa, during March. 
 
Luther College at the University of Regina 
faculty members also received numerous 
research grants in 2007-2008, including the 
following: 

• Dr Regan Shercliffe, along with a 
graduate student and Luther graduate, 
was awarded a $10 000 contract by the 
Regina Community Clinic and the Open 
Door Society to develop a procedure to 
screen for symptoms of depression and 
anxiety in immigrants accessing the 
services of these agencies. 

• Professor Roger Petry, through the 
Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) on 
Education for Sustainable Development, 
received a grant for $70 300 from the 
Government of Saskatchewan’s 
Sustainable Communities Grants 
program through its Green Initiatives 
Fund (Fall 2007), to support several 
activities of the RCE including hosting a 
conference for RCE members on 26 to 27 
May 2008. 

• Dr Mary Hampton, along with several 
other co-investigators, was awarded a 
$25 000 research grant by the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research 
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Council of Canada for a project entitled 
“Capturing the Outcomes and Impacts 
of Publicly Funded Research.” 

• Professor Brenda Anderson (women’s 
studies / religious studies) received a 
grant of $5 000 from the International 
Study Opportunity Fund, University of 
Regina, to offset costs for the May 2008 
study abroad course in Mexico.  

• Dr Catharine Tite (art history) received 
$600 in funding from the Humanities 
Research Institute (HRI) to assist 
visiting speakers attending a conference 
addressing Eighteenth Century 
Mythology, to be held at Luther College 
on 16 September 2008. 

• Professor Brenda Anderson received a 
$1 000 HRI Assistance Award to help 
defray the costs of bringing Mexican 
keynote speaker Lourdes Portillo for the 
Missing Women’s Conference in August 
2008. 

• Professor Gerry Hill received a $1 000 
Subvention Award from the HRI to 
assist in the publication of his upcoming 
book 14 Tractors. 

 
Additionally, Luther co-hosted a Profiling 
Scholarship Series Talk and launch for Dr Mark 
C Anderson's newly published book entitled 
Cowboy Imperialism and Hollywood Film with the 
U of R’s Humanties Research Institute in 
October; approximately 55 people attended. 
Professor Gerry Hill published his fourth poetry 
collection entitled My Human Comedy. His book 
was launched with readings at Le Bistro in 
Regina, Mandolin Books in Edmonton, and 
McNally-Robinson in Saskatoon. Three Luther 
faculty members contributed to the Writ Large 
column of UR Report, the University of Regina’s 
biweekly publication on research, teaching and 
other scholarly activities at the U of R. 
 
In addition to the accomplishments of its 
university faculty, Luther made several 
important teaching development advances in 
2007-2008. Classroom renovations were 
completed, and all of Luther’s teaching spaces 

are now “smart classrooms.” One of our smaller 
classrooms was reconfigured for intensive 
writing and graduate courses, due to the loss of 
the seminar room in the library. One former 
office in the building was converted into a room 
designated for use by students with special 
needs and their instructors.  
 
Luther added several university courses to its 
regular class compliment in the areas of art 
history, philosophy psychology and women’s 
studies. The College also redesigned its 
Interdisciplinary Studies (IDS) program, 
creating new publicity and informational 
materials and a comprehensive marketing and 
communications plan. The IDS program is 
unique to Luther College and the new design 
will focus on the theme of “Global Citizenship,” 
integrating classroom learning with community 
service opportunities. The first course in the new 
program will be offered in September 2008. 
 
In the summer of 2007 renovations were 
completed in the library, including 
reconfiguring the stacks to allow wheelchair 
access, new carpeting, new computer 
workstations and study spaces, a periodicals 
reading room (the Margaret Belcher Reading 
Room), and a multimedia stack and listening 
room. The funds to build the reading room in 
the library were gifted by Margaret Belcher, an 
alumna of Luther College who spent her life as 
an educator, conservationist and naturalist. The 
dedication of the Margaret Belcher Reading 
Room took place on 15 October 2007. Special 
guests at the event included Mary Houston, 
Belcher’s sister, and Dr Stuart Houston, her 
brother-in-law. 
 
Several notable events were held at our high 
school campus throughout the year. On 9 
October, the school celebrated the gift of a 
Baldwin concert grand piano at a recital and 
dedication ceremony. Mr. Henry O Timnick 
(HS’49) provided the gift to acquire this 
magnificent instrument. The piano was 
dedicated in memory of Henry’s mother, Ottilie 
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Timnick. Henry’s sister, Emma Elliot, 
represented the family at the dedication.  
 
On 25 October, the school celebrated the 
Reverend Arnold Tiefenbach Chapel Dedication 
which was attended by Rev Tiefenbach and 
members of his family. The Chapel is adjacent to 
the Blue Room. An alumnus of Luther College, 
Rev Tiefenbach was recognised for his years of 
service to and support for Luther College. A 
teacher and pastor, Rev Tiefenbach has touched 
the lives of thousands of Luther’s students.  
 
Also in October, the high school held a chapel 
service and reception for donors of entrance 
scholarships. The event was an opportunity for 
the College to formally acknowledge the 
generosity of the donors of these scholarships, 
as well as for the student recipients to meet with 
and personally thank the donors. 
 
2007-2008 was a busy year in recruitment and 
communications at the high school. A redesign 
of print materials, including the school‘s 
viewbook and international student brochures, 
available in English, Mandarin and Korean, was 
completed, all with a consistent design. The 
school continued its local billboard and radio 
advertising campaigns, bringing the design and 
messaging of these in line with the College’s 
branding initiative. 
 
During the year the administration and staff at 
the high school met to discuss forward-looking 
strategy in international student recruitment. As 
a result of those meetings, the school decided to 
pursue working with “education agents” in 
targeted countries such as Germany. In mid-
April 2008, representatives from one German 
education agency visited Luther, and 
subsequently entered into an agreement with 
the high school. Since then the school has began 
work to explore and establish partnerships with 
other agents.  
 
Once again, Pastor David Kaiser, former 
university campus chaplain, represented 
Luther’s high school campus in Hong Kong and 

Seoul, Korea at Canadian Education Council 
secondary school forums. Attendance at both 
forums resulted in several applications for 
admission for 2009-10, as well as interest from a 
number of prospective students.  
 
Recruitment efforts were also focused on 
attracting dormitory students from rural 
Saskatchewan. To illustrate, advertisements 
were placed in community newspapers in 
Regina, Maple Creek, Indian Head – Wolseley, 
Estevan, Moose Jaw, Humboldt, Assiniboia and 
Weyburn. 
 
The high school’s Future Luther Student 
program experienced a year of increased 
interest. This program, which is extended to 
students in grades K to eight, brings children 
from the community onto the campus for both 
special and major events. In recent years, 
approximately 50% of our grade nine applicants 
have been members of this program, and as a 
result, interest in the program is an indicator of 
future enrolments. The number of Future Luther 
Students grew close to 50% in 2007-2008, which 
bodes well for the future. 
 
Luther College high school completed several 
renovations over the summer of 2007, including 
reconfiguring and renovating three offices. 
English teacher Steve Haddad along with 
chaplain Larry Fry, maintenance staff member 
Ron Dupuis and vice principal Shawn Stieb 
volunteered their time and talent, donating 
nearly $7 000 worth of labour to the renovations. 
 
In the fall of 2007, the school installed a new 
score clock system in the gymnasium, replacing 
a system that was increasingly unreliable. In 
addition to the score clock, the new system 
included shot clocks, buzzer lights, mounted on 
the main-court backboards, and a wireless 
control console. 
 
2007-2008 was a busy year for student-athletes at 
Luther College high school. The boys soccer 
team won the city title for the third year in a row 
and finished third in the province. The senior 
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girls volleyball team, competing in the “small-
school” division, also won a city championship 
and for the first time ever, won Luther’s own 
senior girls volleyball tournament. 
 
The high school once again presented its 
Broadway musical, under the direction of Gail 
Fry. Many students, teachers and staff 
contributed to this year’s production of Hello, 
Dolly!, which was a rousing success, playing to a 
full house all four evening and matinee 
performances. 
 
The high school hosted a Model United Nations 
Assembly in the spring of 2008. Ten teams from 
across the prairie provinces and northern United 
States engaged in lively debate. Also in the 
spring, Luther students demonstrated their 
commitment to the community by participating 
in a blood donor clinic. Thirty-nine percent of 
eligible students gave blood, enabling the school 
to win the city-wide blood donor challenge. 
 
Luther students distinguished themselves not 
only in co-curricular activities and athletics, but 
also in scholastics. Roanne Kelln, 2007 graduate 
from Luther and current engineering student at 
the University of Saskatchewan, was presented 
with the Governor General’s Bronze Medal in 
November. The Lieutenant Governor of 
Saskatchewan made the presentation at a special 
chapel service. 
 
In May, the school held its annual Baccalaureate 
and Closing Exercises. Dr Bryan Hillis, professor 
of religious studies at the university campus and 
father of ’08 graduate Amy Hillis, was the guest 
speaker. Many students were honoured for 
academic excellence, and several new 
scholarships were presented for the first time. 
Amy Hillis and Stephen Sharpe were co-
recipients of the President’s Medal for the 
highest grade 12 average at the school (96.2 
percent), and Stephen Sharpe and Serena 
LaPosta were awarded the Principal’s Gold 

Award (given to the most proficient overall 
student(s) excelling in all areas of school life, 
particularly academics, co-curricular activities 
and community building). 
 
There were several staffing changes at Luther 
College high school during the year. Ken 
Stalwick was granted extended medical leave. 
Angeline Chia (ESL) resigned to pursue doctoral 
studies, and Cheryl Loeppky (English) resigned 
from her position. Dr Carl Cherland, long-time 
music teacher and noted choral director, retired 
from teaching in June, but continues as director 
of the Luther Bach Choir, Luther’s adult, all-
volunteer choral group.  
 
In June, Melissa Morgan accepted the vacant 
music teacher position. She attended the high 
school for several years and graduated from 
Luther College’s university campus. She came to 
Luther from Campbell Collegiate, where she 
conducted numerous choirs. Ms Morgan holds a 
BA (English), BEd (music and English), Master 
of Music Performance (choral conducting), and 
holds three ARCTs in performance. 
 
Also joining the high school faculty was Ken 
Reimer, who accepted the vacant English 
position. Over the course of his twenty-year 
teaching career, Mr Reimer has taught at several 
high schools in Regina, and has extensive 
experience with the International Baccalaureate 
and Advanced Placement programs. He holds a 
BA (English), BEd (English and art), and MA 
(English), and has written several novels, short 
stories and plays. 
 
In closing, Luther College continues to focus on 
its students, endeavouring to provide all with a 
“quality education in a Christian context.” On 
behalf of the College, I wish you peace and 
blessings in the year to come. 
 
Bruce D Perlson, PhD 
President 

 


